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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 . (currently amended) A graphical user interface fnuneworkJ5or_a.netwoi* 

management and service provisioning workstation of a managed communications 
network s the framework comprising: 

a. Qt Icoat one a plurality of generic view panel component s for displa ying to a user 
net work management and service provisioning information regarding m anaged network 
entities and for receiving user input : 

at-4eas^"One- a pluralit y of view panel descriptor files, tha-at- loaGt on e each 
descriptor file including infonnation specifying the configuration of t he at loact on e a 
corresponding generic view panel component; 

n ^f^-*^ *^^*fc-4H imrfs li^firiii^fT frift l^rtiTft 'fwlft /Irf^flOl^lrt^rf^l* Tllftj 

c. a plurality of rules for specifying valid interactions with attributes of network 

entities managed bv the netwoik management and service provisioning workstation: and 

d. machine logic cod e d to for selectively configure[[e]]iiig at run-time th«-at least 
one generic view panel component in accordance with the specification detailed in the at 
least one coiresponding d escriptor file to display at looot ono view panel Instance on a 
display interfac e in response to user input. 

wherein th e us e of th e at l e ast on e gonorio view panel compon e nt and th e run tim e 
loading of the at loaat ono d e ncriptor fil e by th e framework provid e o for a dynamic 
oonfigurotion of th e display int e rfac e . 

Claim 2. (currently amended) Ar- The graphical user interface firework as. 

claimed in claim 1 » wherein fe e at l e ast on e- each ge neric view panel component further 
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comprises at least one widget facilitating human machine interaction, the run time 
configuration of th& at l e as t o n e generic view panel component provides for a dynamic 
configurable human machine interface. 

Claim 3. (curremly amended) A— The graphical user interface framework as 
claimed in claim 2, wherein information held in the-oMeast-ene-each . descriptor file 
further comprises a specification of at least one widget attribute. 

Claim 4. (currently amended) A— The ^aphical user interface _ framework as 
claimed in claim 2, wherein information held in t ho at loos t-one-gach^descriptor file 
further comprises a specification of at least one widget attribute rule. 
Claim 5. (currently amended) A — The graphical user interface fi-amework as 
claimed in claim 4, wherei n th o at loa st-ofi e each widget attribute rule further comprises 
an indication of at least one allowable action to be performed on the at least one widget. 

Claim 6. (currently amended) A — The graphical user interface framework as 
claimed in claim 2, wherein the at l e ast on e generic view panel component includes an 
error handling routine for processing input. 

Claim 7. (currently amended) A — The graphical user interface framework as 
claimed in claim 1, further comprising a command interpreter for interpreting at least one 
received command wherein selectively configuring th«~at least one generic view panel, 
the machine logic is fiirther responsive to a t looat on e command. 

Claim 8. (currently amended) Ar— The graphical user interface framework m 
claimed in claim 1» wherein the machine logic further comprises ot l e aflt on e an access 
routine implementation used by the framework to interact vwth a managed object server 
brokering access to at loogt on ea plurality of manageable entitl[y]]i^ object instances 
corresponding to a-managed data network entit[[y]]ies in providing network management 
and service provisioning solutions. 

Claim 9. (currently amended) A — The graphical user interface fi-amework as 

claimed in claim 8, wherein the firamework further comprises messaging means for 
sending at least on e message to the managed object server in interacting therewith. 
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Claim 10. (currently amended) iVIhe graphica] user interface framework as 

claimed in claim 9, wherein the o t lo ast on e-message fbrther encapsulates at l o aot on e 
command. 

Claim 1 1 . (currently amended) A-The graphical user interface framework as 

claimed in claim 8, wherein the machine logic ftirther comprises a-vaJidat[[e]]ion means 
routine implementation ucod by tho framework to-for.validat[[e]]mg brokered access to 
the at loact on e manageable object entity instance. 

Claim 12. (currently amended) A^The gr aphical user interface framework as 

claimed in claim 8, wherein the machine logic further comprises a commit routine 
implementation used by the framework te- for c onmiitting changes to infonHation 
attributes a ssociated with Uie-at least one managed data network entity[[ies]] instance. 
Claim 13. (currently amended) A -The graphical user interface framework as 

claimed in claim 1 , wherein the framework is operable to enable the registration of at 
l e ost on e application module adapted to interwork with the framework, the registration of 
the at least one application module with the framework provides an indcpenden tc e in th e 
development of the framework as-wel l oo in from t he development of the ot least ono 
application module. 

Claim 14. (currently amended) A-The graphical user interface framework as 

claimed in claim 13, wherein the framework further comprises a module registration 
routine enabling the registration of at l e ast on e JAVA plug in module. 

Claim 15. (currently amended) A -The izraphical user interface framework as 

claimed in claim 1, wherein fee -each descriptor file[[s]] comprises a_human readable 
file[[s]]. 

Claim 1 6. (currently amended) A -The graphical user interface framework as 

claimed in claim 15, wherein the descriptor file[[s]] comprises an extensible Markup 
Language (XML) file[[s]]. 
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Claim 17. (currently amended) A^Ihe _niethod of providing a human 

machine intf^rfflce_fo r^etwork management and service provisioning , the method 
comprising steps of: 

a. determining an interaction context requiring an instance of a view panel to be 
displayed, the instance of the view panel comprising at4east-one view panel component; 

b. selecting a descriptor file based on the interaction context to configure at4eastHe»e 
the, view panel component-pfev id o d by th e fram e w epk; 

c. configuring a n in o tontiat e d view panel instance, the run- time co nfifnaration of the 
view panel instance provides dvnamic configuration of the human m achine interface: ffi)d 

d. displa3ang the view panel instance; 

e. receiving user input: and 

f enforcing a rule defining a valid interaction with a managed object entity 
attribute. 

wherein tho run tim o oonfigurotion of view ponol oompon o nts provides for a 

dynami©-eonfig»ratioB-of4he-hMaftii--mashin©-inteFfa©Or 

Claim 18. (currently amended) A-The method as- claimed in claim 17, 

wherein the determination of the interaction context requiring the view panel instance, 
the method comprises a further step of: extracting particulars fix>m a received command 
using a command interpreter. 

Claim 19. (currently amended) A- The m ethod as-claimed in claim 18, the 

method further comprising a step of: making the particulars of the received command 
available to at l e ast on ^ -an aDi>licatiQn m odule. 

Claim 20. (currently amended) A -The m ethod fls-claimed in claim 19, 

wherein the at l o ast on e application module comprises an application module registered 
with a graphical user interface framework for network management and service 
provisioning , the method further comprising the prior step of: registering th e application 
module with the framework. 
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Claim 21. (currently amended) A^--Thc_method as -claimed in claim 17, 

wherein the method further comprises a step of accepting input. 
I Claim 22. (currenUy amended) iV-The„method as^laimed in claim 21, 

wherein the method ftirther comprises a step of validating input. 

Claim 23. (currently amended) A- The method a^-claimed in claim 21, 

wherein the method forther comprises a step of committing configuration changes JQ 
managed network entity attributes . 

aaim 24. (currenUy amended) A — The method a^laimed in claim 17 
wherein the method further comprises steps of: exchanging at loost on e message with a 

managed object server. 

Claim 25. (currently amended) . A ^The method as-claimed in claim 24, 

wherein exchanging the at looot one message with the managed object server, the method 
further comprises a step of: encapsulating at le ast on e command in the at l e ast one 

message. 

Claim 26. (currently amended) A — The method a*-claimed in claim 24, 
wherein exchanging the at looot on e m essage with the managed object server, the method 
further comprises a step of: decapsulating at l e ast on e command from a received 

message. 

Claim 27. (currently amended) A -The method as— claimed in claim 26, 

wherein the determination of the interaction context further comprises Ae-a_step_^: 
interpreting a -the r eceived command. 

Claim 28. (currently amended) A- The method as— claimed in claim 17, 

wherein configuring the instantiated view panel, the method further comprises a step of: 
combining at least two view panel components in instantiating the view panel. 

Claim 29. (new) The graphical user interface framework claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising a parser for run-time loading the at least one descriptor file in configuring an 
instance of a corresponding view panel, the ruri-time loading of the descriptor file by the 
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framework provides for a dynamic configuration of network management and service 
provisioning workstation display interface. 

Claim 30. (new) The method claimed in claim 17, further comprising a step of 
parsing the descriptor file at run-time in configuring the view panel instance. 
Claim 3 1 . (new) The graphical user interface framework claimed in claim I, 
wherein a generic view panel component is one of: an entity listing view panel 
component^ an cnUty list filtering view panel component, an entity tree creation view 
panel component, an entity parameter inspection view pane! component, an entity 
inclusion view panel component, an entity creation view panel component, a validation 
view panel component, and a commit view panel component- 
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